Paws in the Law
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As of 10/19/17,
$20,946 has been donated to
BCAC'S Spay/Neuter Fund!
BCAC has
spayed/neutered:
110 dogs and 231 cats
so far in 2017!!

LICENSE FEES
BEFORE March 1, 2018
AFTER March 1, 2018
(3 year)
BEFORE March 1, 2018
(3 year)
AFTER March 1, 2018

Licenses

save many pets’
lives and decrease the chances of a
rabies outbreak. License fees also
help Berrien County Animal Control
protect you, your pet and your
community.
Dog licenses are required for dogs
over four months of age, for newly
purchased or acquired dogs, and
for those dogs just becoming a
Michigan resident.

$10 Altered
$30 Altered
(includes $20 late fee)
$25

$25 UN-Altered
$45 UN-Altered
(includes $20 late fee)
$70 UN-Altered

$45 altered
(includes $20 late fee)

$90 UN-Altered
(includes $20 late fee)

BCAC RABIES
SHOT CLINICS

HAPPY
RETIREMENT, VAL!

Berrien County Animal Control hosts
several Rabies Shot Clinics in the
next few months.
You will also be able to purchase
your county license at the same
time.

BCAC continues its efforts to locate
and license every K-9 in Berrien
County.
You may purchase license here:

Berrien County Animal Control
1400 S. Euclid Ave.
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

Berrien County Treasurer’s Office
701 Main St., St. Joseph, MI 49085

South County Courthouse
County Clerk’s Office
1205 N. Front St., Niles, MI 49120
From December 1st to February
28th most area vets and township/
city offices sell our license tags.
Some area vets will sell licenses
year-round for new puppies getting
first licenses. Please check with your
vet to see if they participate.

Please bring your license renewal
form with you.

After almost 40 years in the service
of animals and the community, Chief
Animal Control Officer, Val Grimes
is retiring!

for clinic dates go to: With 10 years working for the

www.berriencounty.org
Registration is Helpful
CASH only!
Walk-Ins Welcome

Humane Society of SWMI, 8 years at
Cass County Animal Control and 20
years here at Berrien County, Val has
put her sweat and tears into making
a better life for the animals in her
care.
Val plans on spending her new free
time with the horses she raises,
shows and loves, lots of traveling
and spending time with her family
and grandkids!
Thank you for all of your years of
dedication and service, Val!
You will be missed!

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Pet Supplies,
& Donations

ALWAYS WELCOME!
If you would like to donate to
Berrien County Animal Control,
the following is a list of the most
needed items:

PET
SUPPLIES
Puppy food
Kitten food
Kitty litter
Pet carriers
Laundry soap
Dish soap

Bleach
Litter pans
Pet bowls
Brooms
Mops
Hay & Grain

Donations:

Those that would like to donate
money may do so in many ways
and forms. Contributions to Berrien
County Animal Control may be
specified for the purchase of
certain items such as pet supplies.
Donations can be made in memory /
honor of those you love, or beloved
pets.

See the donation form on the
back page

Volunteers are always welcome
and very appreciated at Berrien
County Animal Control!
BCAC welcomes volunteers to come
and walk or play with the animals, or
just to help within the shelter. BCAC
sponsors many events to help raise
money, and additional hands are
usually needed.
Many schools require community
service hours and volunteering at
Animal Control offers a great way
for someone to collect those hours.
(Some requirements for parental
supervision do exist, so contact BCAC
for details).

"Walk-in" Volunteer Hours:
10am - 4pm on weekdays
10am - noon on Saturdays
Please contact BCAC for other hours
of operation. Volunteer appointments
are ideal as it helps coordinate and
utilize help most wisely.
Please contact BCAC for other hours of
operation. Volunteer appointments are
ideal as it helps coordinate and utilize
help most wisely.

Come check out our upcoming

Volunteer Orientations!
At
the
orientation;
community
members will have an opportunity to
learn the “ins & outs” of BCAC, animal
behavior, and where BCAC needs your
help the most! Larger groups/schools
are welcome to contact the shelter for
a more personalized orientation date.

THOR
In May of 2017, Thor
came into our care via
an owner surrender.
Thor was terrified of
the shelter environment. At first, he was
so fearful that when
trying to make eye contact with him,
Thor would defacate.
Volunteers and staff built up his trust by
sitting with him, reading to him, and
helped him work through his fear.
They knew they had to find Thor a
home where he would be understood
and respected, and with someone who
could help him come out of his shell.
Along came the Harris family! They
visited Thor at the shelter several times
so that he could get used to them.
Update: Thor has become best friends
with Harris's resident dog Tigger, and
even Angus the cat (also adopted from
BCAC!) No longer fearful, this big guy
has no problem jumping on the couch
with his mom and dad now!
Thanks to our determined staff and
devoted volunteers, who worked for
two months to
help Thor
overcome his
anxiety so that
he could find
his fur-ever
home!

MOVING FORWARD...

BCAC would like to welcome the
NEW Chief Animal Control Officer,
Tiffany Peterson!
Tiffany has been in Law Enforcement
since 2003. She started in the Marine
Division at Muskegon County Sheriff,
then worked on her BS degree at Ferris
State University while attending a year
long Police Academy simultaneously.
She then began working part time in
road patrol while going through Fire 1
& 2 school. After 5 years, she took a full
time in Animal Control at Muskegon
County as a crossed trained MCOLES
certified Deputy for 7 yrs.

NOT JUST ABOUT CATS N DOGS...

On September 23rd, 2017, BCAC received a phone call from a concerned
citizen in the St. Joseph Township area. He reported that there was a bundle of
squirrels hanging from a tree that were tangled up. We immediately reached
out to our resources and were thankful that Forest Shores Tree Service could
come to the squirrels aid. They were able to get the squirrels out of the tree and
safely into a container to be brought to the shelter. Unfortunately, the mother had
already passed away, but we were able to untangle and set free the remaining four
adolescent squirrels. A big shout out to the concerned gentleman who was
determined to get these guys help. Run free little guys!

BIG WIN FOR BUNNY!

Her goals are to inform the community
of all of the services BCAC provides,
keep citizens informed and educated
on animal safety, provide new tools for
the community to better communicate
with BCAC, and form strong alliances
with local rescues.

LITTER STINKS!
Please be aware that your
trash can be an animal's death
sentence. Small animals, like
this little skunk get their heads
stuck in plastic drink holders
from cans and popular fast food
chains. Please cut your plastic
holders and ideally, recycle before disposing so you may help
prevent accidents like these.

Congratulations, Melody and Charity Hackett! This
rabbit was brought to BCAC when the owners
were moving and could no longer keep it. This
special bunny has won 2 years in a row at BCYF!

KEVIN BACON THE PIG

Kevin Bacon, the pig was found abandoned in
a trailer park. BCAC took him in and had him
neutered. Once Heidi Brewer saw him, she fell in love
and adopted him!
He enjoys long walks with his family, playing
outside with kids, and running around in the arena
when the kids ride horses. Kevin and his pig buddy
(Chris P.) are well known in our community.
Follow his daily adventures on his FB page
"Kevin P•I•G Bacon"...he has over 200 followers.

DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS
Planning ahead is the key to
keeping yourself and your
pets safe if disaster strikes.
Follow these tips to make an
emergency plan for your pets:

1. Microchip your pets
Microchip identification is one of
the best ways to ensure that you
and your pet are reunited if you are
separated. Be sure to keep the
microchip registration up-to-date,
and include at least one emergency
number of a friend or relative who
resides out of your immediate area.

2. Keep a collar and tag on all
cats and dogs
Keep several current phone numbers
on your animal’s identification tag.
Identification on indoor-only cats is
especially important. If your home
is damaged during a disaster, they
could easily escape.

3. Plan a pet-friendly place to stay
Search in advance for out-of-area
pet-friendly hotels or boarding
facilities, or make a housing exchange
agreement with an out-of-area friend
or relative. Never leave your pet
behind if you evacuate!

4. Use the buddy system
Exchange pet information, evacuation
plans and house keys with a few
trusted neighbors or nearby friends.
If you’re caught outside evacuation
lines when an evacuation order is
issued, your neighbors or friends can
evacuate your pets for you.

5. Prepare an emergency kit for
each animal

Stock up on the items you may need
during a disaster now so you do not
get caught unprepared. Below are
basic items you should include in
your pets' disaster kits. Store your
disaster kit supplies in an easy-tograb container.
One-week supply of food. Store it in
a water-tight container and rotate it
every three months to keep it fresh. If
you use canned food, include a spare
can opener.
One-week supply of fresh water.
If officials declare your household
water unfit to drink, it’s also unsafe
for your pets. Follow American Red
Cross guidelines for storing emergency
water for your family and your pets.
Medication. If your animal takes
medication, a replacement supply may
not be easily available following a
disaster. Include copies of vaccination
records.
Photographs of you with your pets
to prove ownership and photographs
of your pets in case you need to make
"lost pet" fliers.
Pet FirstAid kit
ID/Information. If you've
use this to record your
contact information and/or
number of an unaffected
relative.

evacuated,
temporary
the phone
friend or

Carrier or leash for each animal.
Caregivers of multiple cats or other
small animals can use an EvacSak, which
is easy to store and use for transport.

Socializing Your
Newly Adopted
Shelter Dog
Adopting a rescue dog is one of
the best gifts any dog could ask for,
even though he or she may not act
happy in the beginning. A shelter dog
could be coming from an abusive or
neglectful background, is still very
scared after being abandoned, or are
feeling sad and unwanted.

Be Prepared Beforehand

The first few days for a new dog in
your home are very important, and
being prepared beforehand is crucial.
Besides establishing with everyone in
the household a structure for transition for your dog, you will also need
to prepare your home. Find out what
brand of food the dog has been eating
and stick with that until they become
comfortable. Since a new dog may
want to mark his territory inside or
simply may not be housebroken,
having cleaning products on hand is
a good idea. Dog proof your house of
dangerous things to chew on like wires
and medications and put up items of
value.

Give them Space

Give a newly adopted dog space
by going directly home after picking him up at the shelter instead of
immediately taking him out to
meet your family and friends. He is
probably scared being in a new
environment, may have dangerous
behavioral problems you do not know
about, and doesn’t know you very well
yet.

Read his body language and don’t
force physical contact or food on him;
he will you know when he’s ready.

pet-friendly
over-the-counter meds

Have a Bathroom Schedule
With the exception of some dogs
that did not come from traumatizing
situations, a dog coming from a shelter
could be under some amount of stress
for a few weeks to months. Having and
keeping to a bathroom schedule will
greatly help your new furry kid adjust
to being a part of something. After
training, your dog will be so proud
to know when he needs to get your
attention to let him out to do his
business.

Get Them Familiar with Their
Living Area
Start your socializing process by
showing your new dog his sleeping
area and taking him outside in case he
needs to potty. Then, in a non-closed
off area with dog toys, you can begin
to bond, but don’t exert too much
excited energy quite yet. This is also
the time to show him where the food
and water bowls will be as well as pee
pads, if you are planning on potty
training indoors. Give small treats while
you gently give pets. In time, he will let
you play and cuddle and he will eat at
designated times.

Introduce Your Dog to Others
If there are currently dogs in your
family household, let dogs meet each
other one-on-one in an area of the
home that is free from distractions,
and don’t let their first meeting be in
the car when you go to pick up the
new guy. This is a recipe for disaster.
The rule for meeting other dogs and
people is that it should only happen
after the new dog has passed basic
training. Start by introducing your
new dog to another dog on neutral
territory like in a local park. For safety,
there should be one pet parent per dog
holding a leash to ease tension and it’s
important that you do not force them
to interact, as doing so may cause
aggression and panic from either party.

ALWAYS ask a veterinarian before giving any medication to your cat
or dog. Even "safe" human meds can be toxic to certain breeds or
pets with pre-existing conditions.

PRODUCT

COMMON
USAGE

CANINE
Dosage

FELINE
Dosage

Benadryl

Treats allergies,
iching, etc

1/2 mg per lb.
Every 8 hours
Max dosage
2 mg per lb.

1/2 mg per lb.
Every 8 hours
Max dosage
2 mg per lb.

Buffered Aspirin

Pain relief/
anti-inflammatory

5 mg per lb.
Every 12 hours

NOT Recommended!

Digel Liquid

Antacid &
Anti-gas

Up to 4 TBSPs
Every 8 hours

Up to 2 TBSPs
Every 8 hours

Dramamine

Reduces motion
(car) sickness

Up to 50 mg
Every 8 hours

Up to 10 mg
Every 8 hours

Hydrogen
Peroxide 3%

Used to induce
vomiting after
accidental ingestion of poison

10 ml by mouth
Every 15 minutes

10 ml by mouth
Every 15 minutes

1 ml per lb.
Every 8 hours

NOT Recommended!

Imodium A-D Relieves Diarrhea

Keopectate

Relieves Diarrhea

1 mil per lb.
Every 2 hours

1 ml per lb.
Every 2 hours

Mineral Oil

Eliminates
Constipation

Up to 4 TBSPs
Daily

Up to 2 TBSPs
Daily

Pepto Bismol

Diarrea,
anti-vomiting,
gas

1 tsp per 5 lbs.
Every 6 hours

NOT Recommended!

Tylenol
or Advil

DO NOT USE!

DO NOT USE!

DO NOT USE!

Robitussin DM

Coughing or
hacking

0.25-1 mg/pound by 0.25-1 mg/pound by
mouth every 8 hours mouth every 8 hours

FIP - THE CAT KILLER
Feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) is a fatal, incurable disease that
affects cats. It is caused by feline infectious peritonitis virus (FIPV), which is a
mutation of feline enteric coronavirus (FECV) – (Feline coronavirus FCoV).
Can a cat with FIP survive?

There is no cure for FIP and unfortunately, cats with wet FIP usually die within a
few days or perhaps weeks. Cats with dry FIP, however, may temporarily respond
to supportive care. There is a vaccine, but it is known as only 50% effective, if that.
There are some medications that may make cats more comfortable and improve
their quality of life for a short time, but all infected cats will eventually require
humane euthanasia or succumb to the disease.

Is FIP contagious to humans?

Any cat that carries any coronavirus is potentially at risk for developing FIP.
Most cats that develop FIP are under two years of age, but cats of any age may
develop the disease. FIP is not a highly contagious disease, since by the time the cat
develops clinical disease only a small amount of virus is being shed.

What are the symptoms of feline infectious peritonitis (FIP)?

There are two forms of FIP, the “wet form” and the “dry form”. Signs of both
forms include fever that doesn't respond to antibiotics, anorexia, weight loss and
lethargy. In addition, the wet form of FIP is characterized by accumulation of fluid
in the abdominal cavity, the chest cavity, or both. Cats with fluid in the chest
exhibit labored breathing.

Wet/Effusive
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Persistent and unresponsive fever
Lack of appetite
Weight loss (gradual)
Poor appetite
Diarrhea
Gradual swelling of abdomen
(potbellied appearance)
Accumulation of fluid in the chest cavity
Difficulty breathing
Sneezing, runny nose
Lethargy

Dry/Non-effusive
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Poor growth in kittens
Anemia
Jaundice
Diarrhea
Fever
Depression
Inflammation of various parts of eye
Neurological symptoms (e.g., loss of
ability to coordinate movements, loss
of vision)

How is FIP transmitted?
Cats become infected by inhaling or ingesting the FECV virus. The most
commonly cited transmission source is feces, although contaminated surfaces
such as food dishes and clothing can transmit the virus as well. Most cats that
carry the FECV virus do not develop FIP, but the fate of those who develop it, is
not great.
If FIP cannot be spread cat to cat, then how do outbreaks occur?
Outbreaks, or an increased number of confirmed FIP cases in a given population
of cats, are rare but can and do occur, most commonly in multi-cat environments,
such as animal shelters or breeding catteries. At this time, FIP outbreaks are not
well understood, but there are some key factors that likely contribute to outbreaks. There are certain more “virulent” strains of FCoV that seem more likely to
mutate into FIP. There is also evidence that cats with prolonged exposure to high
doses of FCoV in the environment may more readily develop FIP.

Special Note from BCAC:
BCAC recently began a “health &
safety" initiative due to the increase
of sick, injured, abandoned and
feral cats in the last several years. The
plan was to promote adoptable,
healthy cats, provide affordable spay/
neuter fees and decrease the threat to
the community by taking in sick and
feral cats.
Many of the cats that have been
taken in and unfortunately, euthanized,
have been sick and symptomatic of
FIP. The cats and kittens that come
into the shelter with FIP symptoms
are separated and some euthanized
before the virus can spread throughout the shelter and infect healthy
cats. This intitiative has also unfortunately increased the statistics in cat
euthanasia.
In reality, BCAC's cat numbers have
actually dropped. 200 less cats
euthanized per year for several years
now. (From 2100 to about 1400 last
year), as many of the sick and feral
cats have already been removed, and
our cat adoption rates are very high.
BCAC has been able to make great
strides in decreasing the sick cat
population, and placing healthy cats
into good homes.
Please remember that LOST or
FOUND animals should to be brought
to the shelter, or at the very least,
reported TO the shelter, so that pet
owners who have lost their pet can
be reunited, and ill or feral cats do
not put anyone (or other animals) in
danger.



Donation Form

If you would like to make a lasting gift to help the animals, consider including Animal Control in your will.
Our county staff would be more than happy to discuss with you the confidential options without obligation.
Call us today at (269) 927-5648. From the hearts of all the animals in Berrien County, THANK YOU!

Berrien County Animal Control -

____ I would like to be placed on the newsletter and seminar mailing list.

I would like to make a Donation:

_____ in the honor / memory of _______________________________ in the amount of $ _____________,

_____ Spay/Neuter Fund in the amount of $ ________________.

_____ to general animal care in the amount of $ _________________ .

_____ Other: ________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________ Phone#: ___________________________

1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269-927-5648
269-9297-5643 fax

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Thank You!!!

SAVING LIVES!

1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269-927-5648
269-927-5643 FAX
www.berriencounty.org/animal control
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Wednesday, 8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday, 8:30 - Noon
(Except County holidays)

Berrien County Printing

Berrien County
Animal Control
Mission Statement
•
•
•
•

TO STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE, MAINTAINING THE
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE FOR
HUMANS AND ANIMALS BY:
PROTECTING AND SERVING THE RESIDENTS OF
BERRIEN COUNTY, ENFORCING STATE AND
COUNTY LAWS, PROVIDING EDUCATION TO
PROMOTE PET RESPONSIBILITY
SPAYING/NEUTERING OF COMPANION ANIMALS.

THE GIFT
Eyes fearful, paws worn
A sorrowful sight
So forlorn
Love they said would be the cure
For the suffering
You had endured
So our family grew that day
We brought you home
With us you'd stay
Slowly, gently the bond it grew
Faithful, loyal
Loving, true
Looking back it's so unclear
How we got by
Without you here
Trusted companion
Devoted friend
You give and give
It never ends
They said we were a gift to you
But now we know
Who rescued who
---J.M. Berry
"You must
be the change
you wish to see
in the world"
--Gandhi

