
History 
The Lake Township region once consisted of sands, swamps, and 
woodlands.  Explorers made their way to the area through Quebec 
by means of the Great Lakes and their adjoining rivers.  Permanent 
settlers appeared on the scene 150 years after the French explora-
tions. 
 
Soon a small community called “Laketon” began to form just north 
and east of the present city of Bridgman.  In 1846, the area that 
would be known as Lake Township was separated from Oronoko 
Township.  Lake Township was later divided into Lake and Baroda 
Township, resulting in a final size of only about 23 square miles.  
The first election was held at the home of Benjamin Lemon, an early 
pioneer, with a total of 18 votes cast. 
 
Easy access to Lake Michigan and the abundance of wood made 
lumbering the first commercial interest in the Township.  By 1870, 
several sawmills were in operation.  A much-needed railroad and 
pier were built, which further stimulated the economic growth of the 
area.  A lagging economy eventually forced the sawmills out of op-
eration, and the railroad became a mere reminder of the “good ole 
times.”  After 1890, the economy rebounded.  Immigrants from Rus-
sia and Germany poured into the area.  In ten years, the population 
doubled, as did the price of land.  Fortunately, much of the popula-
tion increase was absorbed in the local fruit and nursery industries. 
  
In 1968, construction started on the Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant.  
Today, thanks to the Cook Plant, Lake Township is one of the most 
prosperous communities in Berrien County.  It has many miles of 
beautiful shoreline, several parks, wooded dunes and fertile farm-
land.  It is truly a beautiful place to live.  
 
Observations 
Warren Dunes State Park is a popular attraction in the area.  The 
popularity of the Township has increased the demand for residential 
lots, so room for growth is limited.  Once established in the Town-
ship, it is a wonderful place to live. 
 
Community Vision 
To maintain the status quo of an affluent, friendly and peaceful com-
munity. 

Lake Charter Township 

All Demographic Information is based  
upon the 2009 Census Estimate 

Population 
1980 Census 2,212 
1990 Census 2,487 12.43 % increase 
2000 Census 3,148 26.57 % increase 
2009 Census Estimate 3,138 0.32 % decrease 
 
Personal Income 
Median Family $62,372 
Average per Capita $36,823 
Median Household $52,955 
 
Labor Force 
Total Work Force 1,754 
Unemployment Rate                  3.4 % 
 
Principal Economic Base Employers 
AccuDie & Mold, Inc 45 Employees 
Donald C Cook Nuclear Plant 1,200 Employees 
Dura Mold 46 Employees 
Kruger Tool Corp.  50 Employees 
 
Housing 
Number of Dwellings 1,575 
Owner Occupied 1,235 
Renter Occupied 43 
Median Rent $1,065 
Median Home Value $177,000 
 
Building Permits – 2010  
 
 Number Issued Dollar Amount 
 
Residential 2 $510,000.00 
Commercial 6 $484,300.00 
Industrial 2 $229,538.00 
Other 31 $455,118.00 
 
Total 41 $1,678,956.00 

In March 1994, Michigan voters approved a new tax structure (Proposal A).  The following table provides a simplistic look at the taxes 
currently levied within this community.  Property tax is based now upon taxable value, not state equalized value. 
 
General Taxes 
 General County 4.7723 
 Law Enforcement/ Public Safety 0.3500 
 Special Voted 911 0.2500 
 Senior Citizens 0.3000 
 LMC College  1.7854 
 Township  3.0000 
 Special Voted 0.0000 
 Subtotal 10.4577 
   
School Taxes (Berrien RESA) Bridgman Lakeshore River Valley
   
State Education Tax 6.0000 6.0000 6.0000 
Non-Homestead (Business) 8.3760 18.0000 18.0000 
Extra Voted Building & Site 0.5000 1.4971 0.0000 
Debt Retirement 1.3000 3.2000 0.0000 
Berrien RESA 0.1745 0.1745 0.1745 
Special Education 2.1954 2.1954 2.1954    
Subtotals    
Homestead 10.1699 13.0670 8.3699 
Non-Homestead (Business) 18.5459 31.0670 26.3699  

Warren Dunes 



 
Municipal Hall 
Lake Charter Township Hall 
P.O. Box 818 
3220 Shawnee Road 
Bridgman, MI  49106 
Phone:  (269) 465-6601 
Fax:  (269) 465-4631 
Website:  www.lake-township.org 
 
Board Meetings 
Third Monday of Each Month 
Start:  7:00 p.m. 

County Commissioner 
Dave Pagel 
(District 9) 
3221 E. Shawnee Road 
Berrien Springs, MI  49103 
Phone:  (269) 471-7398 
davepagel@msn.com  
 
State Governor 

Rick Snyder (R) 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, Michigan 48909  
Phone: (517) 373-3400 
Fax:  (517) 335-6863 
Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov  
 
State Senator 

John Proos (R), District 21 
P. O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI  48909-7536 
Phone:  (517) 373-6960 
Fax:  (517) 373-0897 
SenJProos@senate.michigan.gov 
 

State Representative 
Sharon Tyler (R), District 78 
Michigan House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI  48909-7514 
Phone:  (517) 373-1796 
Fax:  (517) 373-5918 
sharontyler@house.mi.gov 
 
U.S. Representative 

Fred Upton, 6th Congressional District 
2183 Rayburn H.O.B. 
Washington, DC  20515 
Phone:  (202) 225-3761 
Fax:  (202) 225-4986 
tellupton@mail.house.gov 
 
U.S. Senators 

Debbie Stabenow (D) 
133 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone:  (202) 224-4822 
stabenow.senate.gov/email.htm  
 
Carl Levin (D) 
269 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
Phone:  (202) 224-6221 
levin.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm Access via 
website Contact Center 

 
Police 
Chief of Police:  Gary Ruhl 
Phone:  (269) 422-1380 
Sworn Officers - Full Time:  3  
Sworn Officers - Part Time:  13 
Civilian Employees:  1 
Number of Cars:  4 
 
Fire 
Fire Chief:  Harold Heyn 
Phone:  (269) 465-6351 
Number of Stations:  2 
Professional Firemen:  0 
Part-Time Paid:  0 
Volunteers:  24 
Insurance Rate Class:  7 
 
Trash Collection 
Contact:  Reliable Disposal 
Phone:  (269) 465-3773 
Type:  Independent 
Pick Up Day:  Wednesday & Friday 
Cost Per Month:  No cost to residents 
 
Recycling  
Berrien County Community Development 
Jill Adams, Environmental Specialist 
(269) 983-7111 Ext. 8234 
Program information available online at  
www.berriencounty.org/recycle. 
 
Water 
Lake Charter Township WTP 
Phone:  (269) 465-3850 
Source:  Lake Michigan 
Capacity:  6,000,000 GPD 
 
Sewer 
Galien River Sanitary District 
Superintendent:  Ron Sanford 
Phone:  (269) 469-3434 
System Type:  Activated Sludge 
Capacity:  2,500,000 GPD  

Lake Charter Township is served  
by the following school districts: 
 
Bridgman Public Schools 
9964 Gast Road 
Bridgman MI  49106 
Phone: (269) 466-0271 
Enrollment:  986  

 

Lakeshore Public Schools 
5771 Cleveland Avenue 
Stevensville MI  49127 
Phone:  (269) 428-1400 
Enrollment:  2,890 
 
River Valley School District 
15480 Three Oaks Road 
Three Oaks MI  49128 
Phone: (269) 756-9541 
Enrollment:  721 

Berrien County Community Development Depart-
ment 
701 Main Street 
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085 
Contact: Daniel Fette, Director 
Phone:  (269) 983-7111, Ext. 8617 
 
Bridgman Lake Township Economic Growth 
Authority 
P.O. Box 366 
Bridgman,  MI  49106 
Contact:  Dan Buckenmeyer 
Phone:  (269) 588-0342 

Bridgman Area Chamber of Commerce 
4165 Lake Street 
Bridgman, MI  49106 
Phone: (269) 465-4413 
Fax: (269) 465-0024 
Website: www.bridgmanarea.org 

Telephone 
Frontier Communications 
Residential and single line  
Business: 1-877-875-8899 
 
Gas 
Michigan Gas Utilities 
1-800-778-3802 
 
Electric 
American Electric Power Company 
(800) 311-6424 

Lake Charter Township Park 

Lake Charter Township Hall 



Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information.  However, as data is constantly changing,  

Berrien County will be held harmless for any omissions or errors contained herein. 

This Community Snapshot has been prepared by the Berrien County Community Development Department. 
For more detailed information on services available in Berrien County, please visit our website at www.berriencounty.org/CommunityDevelopment.   


