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In 2017, we received $27,150
in donations towards BCAC'S
Spay/Neuter Fund!
BCAC spayed/neutered
121 dogs and 245 cats!

LICENSE FEES

BEFORE March 1, 2019
AFTER March 1, 2019
(3 year)
BEFORE March 1, 2019
(3 year)
AFTER March 1, 2019

Licenses

save many pets’
lives and decrease the chances of a
rabies outbreak. License fees also
help Berrien County Animal Control
protect you, your pet and your
community.
Dog licenses are required for dogs
over four months of age, for newly
purchased or acquired dogs, and
for those dogs just becoming a
Michigan resident.

$10 Altered
$30 Altered
(includes $20 late fee)
$25

$25 UN-Altered
$45 UN-Altered
(includes $20 late fee)
$70 UN-Altered

$45 altered
(includes $20 late fee)

$90 UN-Altered
(includes $20 late fee)

BCAC RABIES
SHOT CLINICS
Berrien County Animal Control hosts
several Rabies Shot Clinics in the
next few months.
You will also be able to purchase
your county license at the same
time.

BCAC continues its efforts to locate
and license every K-9 in Berrien
County.

You may purchase
licenses here:

Berrien County Animal Control
1400 S. Euclid Ave.
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
Berrien County Treasurer’s Office
701 Main St.,
St. Joseph, MI 49085
South County Courthouse
County Clerk’s Office
1205 N. Front St., Niles, MI 49120
From December 1st to February
28th most area vets and township/
city offices sell our license tags.

Please bring your license renewal
form with you.

for clinic dates go
to:

Pet Supplies,
& Donations
ALWAYS
WELCOME!

Those that would like to make a
donation may do so in many ways.
Contributions to Berrien County
Animal Control may be specified
for the purchase of certain items
such as pet supplies or towards the
medical fund. Monetary donations can
be made in memory / honor of those
you love, or beloved pets.

Please use the Donation
Form on the back page

SUPPLIES

www.berriencounty.org
Registration is Helpful
CASH only!
Walk-Ins Welcome

The below items are the most
needed supplies at the shelter:

Some area vets will sell licenses
year-round for new puppies getting
first licenses. Please check with your
vet to see if they participate.

National Night Out - Riverwood Park
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Puppy food
Kitten food
Kitty litter
Pet carriers
Laundry soap
Dawn (blue)
Dish soap

Bleach
Litter pans
Pet bowls
Brooms
Mops
Hay & Grain

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS!
...AND OUR
DONATORS!

Have you ever wanted to help the
animals at BCAC but aren't ready
or able to adopt?
Are you a school group or
organization that wants to reach
out to your community?

Come volunteer with Berrien
County Animal Control!

Bridgman Schools Supply Donation

There’s always a job that needs to be
done and an animal that needs help!
You can:
◊
◊
◊
◊

Read to our animals
Bottle feed tiny kittens
Walk some dogs
Assist with adoption and
fundraising events
◊ Help feed animals
◊ Prepare and clean cages

To sign up for one of our volunteer
orientations please:
call the shelter at (269) 927-5648
or email our volunteer coordinator at
vbohland@berriencounty.org.

"Wine & Wags" Fundraiser - Round Barn

Thank you for your donations!! Our
dogs love their new Kuranda Beds!
Not only do the beds keep the dogs
up off of the hard floor, it creates a
home space for them. Help us make
sure each of our dogs has one!
To order/donate, the direct link for
BCAC onthe Kuranda wepage is:

https://kuranda.com/donate/5784

Volunteer Orientations!
To become an official BCAC volunteer, you'll need to attend one of our
four volunteer orientations offered
throughout the year at our shelter.
During the class, new volunteers learn
how to safely handle animals, what to
do in stressful situations, and some ins
and outs of how our shelter works.
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Any volunteers under the age of 18
years old are asked that a parent or
guardian accompany them.
Larger groups/schools are welcome
to contact the shelter for a more
personalized orientation date.

Volunteers are always welcome
and appreciated at
Berrien County Animal Control!

Thank you!

Flood of 2018
In February of 2018, Berrien County
experienced widespread flooding.
The National Weather Service reported
the St. Joseph River crested at around
17.33 feet in Niles at about 2 a.m. Feb. 22,
which was a record.

• Responds to 7000 plus
complaints a year
Chief Tiffany Peterson

Officer Mat Kuntz

County officials and law enforcement
helped bring families to the Berrien
Springs Middle School which was being used as a shelter for those forced to
evacuate their homes, but pets were not
allowed inside.
Berrien County Animal Control re-opened
their old shelter on Huckleberry Road in
Berrien Center to help fit all of the displaced
animals until their owners could safely
retrieve them. Over 60 animals were
rescued, mostly cats and dogs and a
few Guinea pigs, a horse and a drifting
pig.
While it had been a trying time for
officials, Berrien County Animal Control
Chief Tiffany Peterson said she was awed
by the great job animal control officials,
local authorities and the community of
Berrien County worked together.
Chief Peterson said food, blankets,
dishes, towels and other items were
generously donated by the community
during this countywide emergency.

Additionally, seven Berrien County
restaurants hosted a "Give Back
Nighttime" for "Our Furry Friends"
events to raise proceeds for the
shelter, bringing in over $1000.

Once the flood waters began to
subside and residents were able to
reclaim their pets, Berrien County
Animal Control provided the displaced
flood victims with “Starter Pet Packs”.
The owners of dogs received food,
dishes, a collar, and a leash.
The owners of cats received a litterbox,
litter, cat food, bowls, a collar, and a
carrier (if needed).
Throughout the experience, Chief
Peterson said she believed Berrien
County residents discovered a good
deal more about thevariety of services
Animal Control provides.
“People that would never come here
go to the shelter today,” Peterson
stated. “I have tried to find out what
we do and how much we wish to do
for the public and they appreciate that.
… I’ve got such a great crew. I couldn’t
be more happy where I am at.”

• Mails, maintains and sells over
21,000 licenses each year.
• Answers 2,000 - 4,000 phone calls
per month
• Averages 40-60 dogs and 150-300
cats per month within the shelter
(depending on time of year)?
• Keeps officers on call 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, including
weekends and holidays?
• Provides public safety by
preventing wildlife, sick and feral
animals and livestock from
endangering the community?

Lisa Howe

Val Bohland

Did You Know?
Berrien County
Animal Control:

Melissa Jillson

• Employs: (Full time) 1 Chief, 4
officers, 2 office personell, 1 kennel
supervisor
(Part Time) 2 officers, 1 volunteer
coordinator, 12 kennel staff
• Deploys 4 trucks to cover all of
Berrien County (4 full time and
2 part time - covering 585 square
miles)
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Savanna Paxton-Clark

Welcome Savanna, our
new Kennel Supervisor!
She has worked in
Veterinary Medicine as a
Technician for 13 years,
and has experience in
both private practice and
shelter medicine. Her goal
is to maintain and improve
the medical care that is
provided to the animals.
She loves to see the cats,
dogs and kennel staff of
BCAC happy and healthy.

Saving Buddy

DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS
Planning ahead is the key to
keeping yourself and your
pets safe if disaster strikes.
Follow these tips to make an
emergency plan for your pets:

4. Use the buddy system

Exchange pet information, evacuation plans and house keys with a few
trusted neighbors or nearby friends.
If you’re caught outside evacuation
lines when an evacuation order is
issued, your neighbors or friends can
evacuate your pets for you.

5. Prepare an emergency kit for
each animal

Stock up on the items you may need
during a disaster now so you do not
get caught unprepared. Below are
basic items you should include in
your pets' disaster kits. Store your
disaster kit supplies in an easy-tograb container.

A True Rags to Riches Story!
Buddy was pulled from a home
during the flooding in the early days
of March. He had sores covering his
body, his eyes were full of infection,
and his skin felt like leather. Buddy
was miserable. Our staff jumped into
action. We provided him with love
and much needed medical attention,
and found him a foster home where
he would receive the utmost care
and promote his healing. His foster
family has decided to adopt Buddy!
Thanks to the monetary funds
donated by the community, BCAC
was able to provide the extra medical
care Buddy so desperately needed.

1. Microchip your pets

Microchip identification is one of
the best ways to ensure that you
and your pet are reunited if you are
separated. Be sure to keep the
microchip registration up-to-date,
and include at least one emergency
number of a friend or relative who
resides out of your immediate area.

2. Keep a collar and tag on all
cats and dogs

Keep several current phone numbers
on your animal’s identification tag.
Identification on indoor-only cats is
especially important. If your home
is damaged during a disaster, they
could easily escape.

3. Plan a pet-friendly place to stay

Search in advance for out-of-area
pet-friendly hotels or boarding
facilities, or make a housing exchange
agreement with an out-of-area friend
or relative. Never leave your pet
behind if you evacuate!
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One-week supply of food. Store it in
a water-tight container and rotate it
every three months to keep it fresh. If
you use canned food, include a spare
can opener.
One-week supply of fresh water.
If officials declare your household
water unfit to drink, it’s also unsafe
for your pets. Follow American Red
Cross guidelines for storing emergency
water for your family and your pets.
Medication. If your animal takes
medication, a replacement supply may
not be easily available following a
disaster. Include copies of vaccination
records.
Photographs of you with your pets
to prove ownership and photographs
of your pets in case you need to make
"lost pet" fliers.
Pet First Aid kit:
ID/Information. If you've evacuated,
use this to record your temporary
contact information and/or the phone
number of an unaffected friend or
relative.
Carrier or leash for each animal.
Caregivers of multiple cats or other
small animals can use an EvacSak, which
is easy to store and use for transport.

Training

Socializing Your
NEW Adult
Shelter Dog

He is probably anxious about being
with new people, in a new environment
and may have dangerous behavioral
problems that aren't apparent at first.
Read his body language and don’t
force physical contact or food on him;
he will let you know when he’s ready.

Have a Bathroom Schedule

In June, St. Joe Safety Committee
asked Chief Tiffany Peterson to share
valuable tips with the UPS driver
group to help them prevent dog
bites on the job. Val Bohland and
Peterson's dog "Freida" helped with the
presentation.
Drivers were reminded to always be
aware of a dog's body language, and
to use caution when approaching a
residence.
BCAC can provide treats or the
drivers which helps break the ice with
a nonfamiliar dog.

Behaviorists say that the most crucial
time for socialization in a dog’s life is
between three weeks and four months
old. That’s when puppies develop their
personalities, and they’re most likely to
adapt to certain skills and behaviors.
But what happens when a puppy is
born a stray or grows up in a less-thanideal environment?
Some of the dogs that end up in
shelters never have the chance at
socialization. They can grow to be
fearful, timid, and wary of new things,
and this can affect their chances of
fitting in with a new family.
If this sounds like an adult rescue dog
you recently adopted, don’t worry. It’s
never too late to start socialization.

Be Prepared Beforehand

BCAC holds several instaff training
days, so that all officers and employees are trained and current on the
latest laws and animal care standards.

The first few days for a new dog in
your home are very important, so be
prepared. Create and have a household structure ready for an easier transition for your dog.
Find out what brand of food the dog
has been eating and stick with that
until they become comfortable.
Your new dog may want to mark his
territory inside, or simply may not be
housebroken.
Have cleaning products on hand for
accidents.
Dog proof your house of dangerous
things to chew on like wires and medications and put up items of value.

Give them Space

New Training provided by
Michigan Pet Fund Alliance

Give a newly adopted dog space
and time. Go directly home from the
shelter instead of immediately taking
him out to meet your family and friends.
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Most dogs coming from a shelter could
be stressed for a few weeks to months.
Many are not even potty-trained.
Having and keeping to a bathroom
schedule will greatly help your new
pooch adjust to being a part of your
home and be proud of themselves.

Get Them Familiar with Their
Living Area

Show your new dog his sleeping area
and take him outside regularly in case
he needs to potty. This is also the
time to show him where the food and
water bowls will be as well as pee pads,
(if you are planning on potty training
indoors.)
Then, in a non-closed off area
with dog toys, you can begin to
bond, but don’t exert too much
excited energy quite yet. Give small
treats while you gently pet them. In
time, he will let you play and cuddle
and he will eat at designated times.

Introduce Your Dog to Others

If there are currently dogs in your
family household, do not bring them
with you in the car when bringing the
new dog home. Once the dog has
adjusted somewhat, allow other pets
to meet each other one-on-one in
an area of the home that is free from
distractions. Maybe go to a local park
to introduce him to his housemates.

Be Patient

Most importantly, be patient. If you
expect too much too fast, you’ll only
add undue stress and frustration on
your dog.
Socializing an adult rescue dog may
take longer and may require extra
effort. Give your new friend lots of love,
space and time, and hopefully you
both create a successful furever home.

Safety Tips: Preventing

a

Dog Bite

To reduce the number of injuries from dog bites, adults and children should be educated
about bite prevention, and dog owners should practice responsible dog ownership.
Understanding dog body language is a key way to help avoid being bitten. Know the signs
that dogs give to indicate that they’re feeling anxious, afraid, threatened or aggressive.

Children are the most common victims of dog bites and at least half the people who
receive medical care for dog bites are children.

Here are 5 basic tips to help avoid bites in your community:

• Ask first

before petting a dog. Never allow your child to rush up to a strange dog. When
meeting an unfamiliar dog, don't reach out to pet it. First, ask its owner "May I pet your dog?".

• After you receive permission to pet the dog, let it sniff your closed hand. Then you
may proceed to pet its shoulders and chest. Avoid petting the top of the dog's head.

• Don't touch a dog that is sleeping, eating or chewing a toy or bone. Respect its space.
Startled dogs are more likely to bite.

• Avoid dogs who are barking or growling. It is also best to steer clear of dogs who are loose,
behind a fence or tied up.

• If an unknown dog approaches you, stay still and quiet. Do not run or scream.
Below are the classic signals that a dog gives when they are NOT comfortable. Please note all four signs in these

pictures indicating that the dog is NOT enjoying this situation and need to be addressed (if you're the owner) or
avoided if you are not.

Licking the lips

"Whale Eye" (or showing
the whites of their eyes)

Turning their
head away.

Panting when not
overheated

Top 10 Reasons

to

Adopt

a

CAT

Adopting a cat is not only a wonderful way to support a local animal shelter, it's also an
excellent way to bring some cuddly love into your life.
Here are the top ten reasons why adopting a cat is the right move.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

They're independent - They don't need to be walked, though feel free to try!
They're cuddly - Plus warm...and fuzzy and fit perfectly on your lap, or shoulder or neck.
They bathe themselves- 'nuff said.
They don't need to be housebroken - You don't have to rush home to let them out, or walk them.
They're avid hunters - Rodent and bug problem? Not anymore.
They're great entertainment - Small box, large cat...hours of entertainment.
They're perfect couch potatoes - They sleep around 15 hours a day. They're always ready for a nap
You're saving a life - 6-8 million cats are brought to shelters each year. You could single-handedly save a life!
They're saving your life - Having a cat has been known to lower blood pressure and risk of heart disease

and releases "feel good" endorphins in the brain.

10. They're awesome! - They’re adorable, loving, easy companions that make you super happy (and healthy).
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• COUNTY LAWS, PROVIDING EDUCATION TO
PROMOTE PET RESPONSIBILITY

• SPAYING/NEUTERING OF COMPANION ANIMALS.

--Gandhi



Donation Form

I would like to be placed on the newsletter and seminar MAILING LIST.

Berrien County Animal Control 

"You must
be the change
you wish to see
in the world"

If you would like to make a lasting gift to help the animals, consider including BC Animal Control in your will.
Our county staff would be more than happy to discuss with you the confidential options without obligation.
Call us today at (269) 927-5648. From the hearts of all the animals in Berrien County, THANK YOU!

• ENFORCING STATE AND

Other: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

General Animal Care Fund in the amount of $ _____________________ .

Spay/Neuter Fund in the amount of $ ______________________.

Honor of / Memorial Fund for ______________________________________ in the amount of $ ___________________,

I would like to make a DONATION:
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• PROTECTING AND SERVING THE RESIDENTS OF
BERRIEN COUNTY,

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Except County holidays)

TO STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE, MAINTAINING THE
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE FOR
HUMANS AND ANIMALS BY:

Name: ________________________________________________________ Phone#: ______________________________________
Address:

1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269-927-5648
269-9297-5643 fax

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Wednesday, 8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday, 8:30 - Noon

Mission Statement

Thank You!!!

1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269-927-5648
269-927-5643 FAX
www.berriencounty.org/animal control

Berrien County
Animal Control

