Staff Conducted 5 Community Recycling Events and 2 Pesticide Collections
The 2021 Community Recycling Events felt like a return to normal. All planned events
were able to take place for items such as household hazardous waste (HHW),
electronics, foam, paper document shredding, pesticides, etc. Staff continued to
organize events to be drive-thru-only, and encouraged vendors and volunteers to
socially distance while working.

2,340 Residents Participated In The Community Recycling Events
Although there was a sharp dip in participation in 2020, County Park Staff is
thankful that the residents of Berrien County flocked back to the events in
2021. In fact, 2021 marked the 3rd highest participation rate since the
programs began in 1996. Approximately 36,430 Berrien County residents have
used these recycling services since the beginning.

98,615 Pounds Of Household Chemicals/Hazards Were Collected
Materials such as used motor oil, old gasoline, batteries, unwanted medications,
etc. were diverted from the regular landfill and recycled and disposed in an
environmentally friendly manner. Since the programs began, over 2 million pounds
of material have been collected and safely recycled/disposed.

1,680 Pounds of Foam Was Collected & Recycled
Hard foam and Styrofoam was collected at 4 Community Recycling Events. Staff has
received an increase in requests for foam recycling in the past few years. Local
curbside and drop off centers currently do not accept foam/Styrofoam on a regular
basis. Berrien County worked with Tri-Power Recycling in Elkhart, IN to provide this
service to the collection events.

14,480 Pounds Of Pesticides Were Collected Through The Clean Sweep
Grant Program
The Michigan Clean Sweep Program helps protect the state’s natural resources and
prevent agriculture pollution by ensuring the safe and proper disposal of outdated,
unused, or unwanted pesticides in Michigan. Berrien County has hosted one of
approx. 17 Clean Sweep Sites around the state for the past 30 years. Statewide since
1996, more than 3.7 million pounds of pesticides have been properly disposed of
through the Clean Sweep Program.

74,020 Pounds Of Electronic Waste Was Collected And Recycled
Green Earth Electronics Recycling of St. Joseph, MI continues to be Berrien County’s
partner in collecting and recycling unwanted electronics from residents. Since some
electronics contain heavy metals and toxic materials, it is important to keep them
out of a regular household waste stream. Plus, all electronics contain material such
as plastic, metals, and glass that can be recycled.

Silver Beach County Park Saw a 14% Recycling Rate In 2021
Approximately 304 cubic yards of materials were collected and recycled from Silver
Beach County Park, or about the size of 19 dump truck loads. The recycling program
at Silver Beach County Park has been in place for 6 years and collects items such as
bottles, cans, paper, and cardboard from park visitors and park operations.

Volunteers Make The World Go Around
The Parks Department would like to take this opportunity to give a huge THANK
YOU to our beach clean up volunteers this year: Andrews University, Berrien Springs
National Honor Society, C&S Machine Product, and Worthington Armstrong
Venture (WAVE). Their volunteer service has helped protect our community by
diverting unwanted material from entering our lakes and rivers. Another thanks
goes to our dedicated individual volunteers for the community collection events.

Welcome Genevieve Crevier, the New Assistant Environmental Property Mgr.
Genevieve had previously been with the Parks Department at Silver Beach County
Park for 5 years working as a seasonal Park Ranger as well as Park Management. Her
extensive knowledge in the operations of Silver Beach and Recycling has been a
valuable asset to the team. We are excited to have her on board as a full time
crewmember.

2022 Community Recycling Event Plans Are Underway
Park Staff is moving ahead with plans for the 2022 community recycling events. We
are excited to continue these services that help protect public and environmental
health. The 2022 Community Recycling Event schedule, along with many additional
recycling resources, can be found at berriencounty.org/recycle.

Berrien County Commissioners:
Thank you for supporting the Berrien County Recycling and Environmental Programs each
year. Berrien County Parks Department staff coordinate and manage these programs. These
community events continue to be a very popular resource for residents to recycle their
household waste. Your continued support has helped the community become a cleaner and
safer environment.
Jaysen Field, Environmental Property Manager, x8232
Genevieve Crevier, Assistant Environmental Property Manager, x8133
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